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Japan' s refugee policies are undergoing important changes. The number of asylum
seekers granted Convention refugee or humanitarian status has never been higher. In
2010, Japan will also welcome the first Myanmarese refugees from Thailand under the
resettlement pilot project. At the same time, there are also important challenges.
As the number of asylum seekers increases, we need to find ways to ensuring an
effective refugee status determination procedure as well as meeting their basic
needs. JAR is playing an essential role in providing legal advice and assisting
asylum seekers and refugees. A major achievement in 2009 is the establishment of the
Forum for Refugees Japan (FRJ) which provides a platform for information sharing as
well as coordinating policies and programmes among the NGO community and UNHCR. The
growing awareness and interest of the Japanese public is also very positive. We are
very much encouraged about the improving protection climate for refugees in Japan
and hope that 2010 will bring further progress.

Johan Cels
Representative, UNHCR Japan
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